
 

 

 2nd Grade 

Reading/Mat1n 



 

Independent Study Guide 



 

 



 

To the Student 

Curriculum and support have created exemplary materials for you to use 

to strengthen your academic skills. The large collection of practices is 

designed to help you master essentials skills in reading, math, writing, 

and more. Some materials may present a challenge to you, with 

perseverance, you will find the work easier and rewarding. Practice 

applying skills taught by your teachers. 

You will receive a packet every other Monday, return the completed work 
per instructions. Remember, if you have electronics, your teachers have 
online assignments for you. 
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Reading 



 

Grade 2 Reading 

A Birthday Surprise 

"Today is Mom's birthday," said Tamar. 

"Let's do something special for her," said Jen. 

"We can clean our room," Tamar said. They put their books and 

toys away. They made their beds. They even wiped up all the dust! 

"That is done," they said. "We need to do more. Mom does so 

much for us every day." 

"We can feed the cat," said Jen. The girls washed the cat's bowls. 

They put dry food in one bowl. They put clean water in the other bowl. 

"What else can we do?" they asked each other. 

"I know!" said Tamar. "We can make Mom breakfast. I will set 

the table. Will you make toast?" said Tamar. 

"l like to make toast," said Jen. "1 make it how Mom likes." 

Tamar put the napkins and plates on the table. Jen put two pieces 

of bread in the toaster. Then she spread butter and jam on them. 

Mom came into the kitchen. "Surprise!" yelled the girls. "Happy 

birthday, Mom." 

Mom smiled. "This is the best birthday ever," she said. 
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How many syllables are in the word breakfast? 

A. one 

 
B. two 

 C. three 

 D. nine 

 

Which happens FIRST in the story? 

A. Mom comes into the kitchen. 

B. The girls clean their room. 

C. The girls feed the cat. 

D. Jen makes toast for Mom. 
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Why do Tamar and Jen do nice things for their mother? 

O A. They want Mom to do nice things for them. 

C) B. Mom gives them money. 

O C. Tamar and Jen love their mother. 

(3 D. It is Tamar and Jen's birthday. 
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A Bundle of Sticks  

I A father had many sons. They did not get along well with each 

other. As a matter of fact, the sons always fought. This made the 

father very upset. The father tried to get his sons to stop fighting. He 

tried many ways, but they would not. They kept fighting. They were 

not friends. Then the father had a good idea. He said to his oldest 

son, "Bring me a pile of sticks. Get thin sticks, not thick ones." The 

son did as he was told. 
 

2 The father took all the thin sticks. He tied all the sticks 
together. He gave the pile of sticks to each of his sons. He said, 
"Break these sticks." The sons tried and tried. They could not 
break the bundle of sticks. 

 

3 Then the father took the bundle apart. He had a pile of 
sticks. He gave one stick to each of his sons. He said, "Try to 
break the stick." Each son broke his stick easily. 

 

 

4 The father said, "My sons, you are like these sticks. If you 
unite and work as one, you will be strong. No one will be able to 
hurt you. But if you are divided, you will be weak. People will be 
able to hurt you, You will be broken as easily as these sticks. Do 
not fight. Work as one." 

 

5 The sons felt sad. They said, "Father, we will not fight. We will 

be as one." 
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Read this sentence from the passage. 

He said to his oldest son, 'Bring me a pile of sticks.' What is the suffix on oldest? 

o A. B. 

o  B.  

o c.  

o D.-dest 
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Which happens LAST in the story? 

o A. The sons say they will not fight. 

 B. The father ties sticks in a bundle. 

o C. The sons break all the sticks. 

o D. The sons start a fire with the sticks. 
 

 

 

Which event happens AFTER the man tied the sticks in a bundle? 

 A. The man asks his wife for help with the sons. 

B. The man asks his oldest son to bring him sticks. 

 C. The man tries many ways to get his sons to stop fighting. 

 

  D. The man gives the bundle to each of his sons. 
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How do you know this is fiction? 

A. It has steps. 

 B. It is very short. 

C. It has words that rhyme. 

 D. It has make-believe people. 
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A Hard Life 

1 Each stage of the saguaro cactus's life is hard. Saguaro seeds are tiny, the size of a pinhead. 

Few seeds survive to become seedlings. 

2 Saguaro seedlings are delicate. They can wilt in the hot desert sun. Mice and other predators 

find them tasty. 

3 Adult saguaros can freeze to death in the cold desert nights. Lightning can kill even the 

strongest saguaros. 

4 Of course, many saguaros survive despite these challenges. You can see great cacti in Saguaro 

National Park. Some saguaros there are huge—and almost 200 years old! 
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The reader can infer that saguaros  

 A. are found in the mountains 

B. have been around a long time 

 C. often kill their predators 

D. can be found in every desert 

 

 

From the information in paragraph 1, the reader can infer that saguaro seeds — 

 
A. grow on hard surfaces 

B. move from place to place by mice 

C. can grow anywhere 

have a small chance of becoming a cactus 
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Read the conclusion below. 

Some animals eat the 
saguaro cactus. 

Which paragraph contains information that best supports this idea? 

o A. 

B. o 

C. 

O D. 

Paragraph 1 
 

Paragraph 2 
 

Paragraph 3 
 

Paragraph 4  
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Which of these statements supports the idea that saguaro cacti are delicate plants? 

o A. You can see great cacti in Saguaro National Park. 
 

O B. Few seeds sutvive to become seedlings. 

 

C) C. Mice and other predators find them tasty. 
 

 D. Some saguaros there are huge—and almost 200 years old! 



 

 

Choose the contraction that is spelled correctly to complete the sentence. Henry's dad 

won first place in the race. __________ a runner. 
 

B.  

D. 'He's 

  



 

 

Choose the word with the correct ending to replace the underlined word. We are 

share the carrots we planted with everyone on our street. 

A. sharing 

 B. shared 

 C. shares 

 D. sharers 

 


